
 
The Society is now on Twitter!  Follow us on   @WarwickNatHist 

 
 

Usually the Marmalade fly, Episyrphus balteatus is one of the very common hoverfly species and 

in a good season I have seen six or seven sharing a poppy in the garden. 

This year they, along with many other insects, have been hard to find.  

 

       A treat in late October to find a male at Bidens  

 

 

and the second, a dark form female, at Dahlia.  

8th November       SG 

 
 
 

A common carder bee, Bombus pascuorum, uses its  
fairly long tongue to feed at a late flowering fuchsia.  
8th November          SG 
 

 

 

About to open my car I saw the usual spider web from wing mirror to door 

window.  Must have done this thousands of times but never noticed the little 

pads which attach the strands.   Found it so intriguing and dashed inside 

for my camera. Definitely lifted my mood on a drizzly, overcast November 

morning.  

8th November        SG 
 
 

Brandon Marsh WNHS meeting on November 10th 
One grey day, 16 keen members and 39 birds listed  … a successful 
morning! Some birds were heard but not seen such as Long Tailed 
Tits and Siskins, while Ruffs seen from one hide were visible only to 
those with excellent eyes or powerful binocs, as the motionless 
birds had such wonderful camouflage.  
 

At Goose Pool many black bin bags were piled up, a notice from 
volunteers stating that a highly invasive weed called Crassula 
Helmsii had been detected in that area, so it was roped off to prevent the spread of it on the 
soles of shoes. Volunteers were busy working all over the reserve, cutting down vegetation.  By 
some young willows near the path to Jon Walton and Teal Pool hides another notice stated they 
were removing some tall willows to reduce canopy cover which would encourage regeneration 
of young damp woodland, ideal habitat for willow tits which are rare on the reserve. A rotten 
tree trunk had been strapped around a young willow to provide an ideal nest site for willow tits 
who prefer nesting in rotten wood [see photo].  

.../ 
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From Jon Baldwin hide many Cormorants were seen perching on 
poles with wings spread out to dry while flocks of Lapwing were 
feeding or wheeling around. Other wildfowl included swans, 
Pochard, Mallard, Moorhens, Shoveler, Gadwall, Little Grebe 
and countless gulls. From Teal Pool hide we 
saw a lone Shelduck and a number of Teal. 
On the side of paths, still blooming in the 
mild November climate, were White Dead-

nettle and Stitchwort flowers. There was the odd bug on nettles by the path, 
images captured by our insect expert. A beautiful carved grasshopper was 
seen on the way back.  
 

Walking round towards Wright hide we saw on the left on Swallow Pool 
some swans gliding on a mirror-like lake.  
 

From Wright hide we viewed 
countless birds in the shallows on one island: Wigeon, 
Moorhens, Lapwing and Black-headed Gulls, to name but 
a few.  
Rick compiled a comprehensive list of species seen and 
took a group photograph of members present on that 
enjoyable morning.    
12th November        FW 
 

Wigeon 

       A lovely carved bench at Brandon (taken by Liz) 
 

 
 

Crassula Helmsii 

Wikipedia photo and information 

An invasive swamp stonecrop or New Zealand pigmy weed, an 

aquatic species of succulent plant in Crassulacea family.  

 

 

 

Now in UK, banned from sale in UK since 2014 and listed by 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as one that must not be 

caused to grow in the wild. It has small white flowers with 4 

petals in summer on long stiff stalks. Grows on muddy banks of 

ponds, often submerged in water, does not die back in winter.  

12th November       FW 

 
 
 

The small bird flocks are passing through the garden each day on their feeding rounds, keeping 
us entertained.  The blue, great and coal tits usually arrive first and at the moment head for one 
of the conifers which, especially this year, is covered in mast.  They then take turns in the bird 
baths before continuing feeding on the mast.  They seem to embolden the house sparrows 
which reside in the privet hedge to join in the bathing.  The robin invariably gets in on the act 
too.  The frenzied bathing is quite an amusing sight to see with much splashing of each other.   
Just as soon as they all arrive, they depart and peace reigns again.    
12th November         LD 
 

.../ 



Sunday November 13th in a balmy 17 degrees, female Episyrphus 

balteatus feasts at Hesperatha coccinea, the Kaffir Lily.   

14th November        SG 
 

 

As the insects disappear over winter, 
spiders provide another photographic 
challenge.  Few are identifiable to species 
and this European Nursery Web Spider, Pisaura mirabilis, has been 
accepted on iNaturalist.  
This site is free to join and is worth trying out to help identify 

plants and animals. Bear in mind it started in California so check suggested identifications are UK 
species.        14th November         SG 
 

Tree Damsel Bug 

Brandon Marsh on November 10, a first for my records, the Tree Damsel Bug, 

Himacerus apterus. It feeds on mites, aphids and other small insects.  

14th November         SG 
 

 
 
 

Note to self: 'buy some binoculars before 
the next WNHS Bird Walk'  
14th November          SG 
 
 
 
 

 

Although buzzards are regularly seen north of the Woodloes 

and over Guy's Cliffe Walled Garden, it's not often they visit 

the bird bath in the back garden 

at home!  
 

Quick snaps were taken through 

an upstairs window - so not the 

best. 

 

 

25th November        BM 

 

Did you miss Snippets? 
Sorry about the delay, but we finally made it to Fuerteventura in the Canary Islands (at the 
fourth time of planning!) for 2 weeks in November and it was well worth the wait, staying in a 
busy little coastal town well away from the tourist hot spots. 

  
      We didn’t do much 
        of this ...... 
      (also attached to email) 
 
but plenty of this!   
 
 

.../ 



Walking in the hills was a joy although definitely an 
unusual pastime for this holiday island. We were 
accompanied by myriads of Painted Ladies and 
Clouded Yellow butterflies.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the first day’s rocky barranco 
walking, we saw many eye-catching 
Plain Tiger butterflies, fluttering 

around whatever greenery 
they could find and rarely 
staying still,  
 
also known as African Queen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This Raven took a little too much interest 

            in our lunchtime baguette. 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
A fascinating island and well worth exploring off 
the beaten track. 
25th November         LW 
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